SPHINZ OCELLATA. 


Qe ieee bed ES. 
CHARACTER GENERICUS. 


Antenne medio craffiores, feu utraque extremi- 
tate attenuate, fubprifmatice. 

Ale deflexe (Volatu graviore velpertino feu 
matutino. ) 


Lin. Syft. Nat. p. 796. 
CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, Cr, 


SPHINX alis repandis: pofticis ocellatis. 
Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 796. 
SPHINX alis angulatis: pofticis rufis, ocello 


carruleo. 
Fabr. Syf. Ent. p. 536. 


Scopoli. Entomol. Carnzol. p. 182. 


Plurimas quz infectis hujus claffis accidunt, muta- 
tiones peculiari quadam letitia folemus contemplari 
phyfici. Quamvis cnim philofopho rem penitus in- 
tuenti fatis conftet animal idem cfle, nec adco immu- 
tari ut fiat alterum; fcd partes tantum gradatim ex- 
plicari que fub forma infecti longe aliter apparentis 
latuerunt ; non poffumus tamen non admirari, nof- 
tramque c mortuis rcfufcitationem Papilionis mcta- 


morphofi planc obumbratam agnofcere. 
Antiqui 


Antiqui fane varias Papilionum vices, illofque a 
morte temporaria redivivos intuentes, (ut verifimile 
eft) quafi anima: fymbolum habuerunt. Vox enim 
duyn et pro anima et papilione ufurpatur. Recentio- 
res Phyfici hiftoriam naturalem ad religionis ufum 
recte convertentes, ab hifce infe&is mirc adeo permu- 
tatis humani corporis refurrectionem elucidare conan- 
tur. Exemplum tamen minus aptum feligunt, nempe 
Phalanam Mori, five Sericam ; utpote, que nec fub 
terra immutatur, nec a morte accita, notabili eft pul- 
chritudine. At vero, inter omnia Nature phenome- 
na, Sphinx, de qua Jam agitur grandis et ultima hu- 
mani corporis transformationis exemplum jure habea- 
tur vividifimum. Eruca enim Sphingis, pabulo fuo 
fatiata, fub terra alte fe occulit, ibi exuvias ponit, et 
veluti mortua menfes multos jacet : his exactis, iterum 
ab humo attollitur: tumuli clauftra deferit, et inter 
animalia unum e formofiffimis erumpit. Ipfius certe 
Apoftoli idea, merito ab omnibus laudata, quaque ad 
popularem captum nulla poteft cffe accommodatior, 
philofopho minus apta er vivida videtur, quam ejuf- 
dem myfterii elucidatio, de variis hujus infecti vicibus 
defumpta. Nec fane in omnibus fuis operibus aliud 
clarius exemplum profert Natura. 


De hac metamorphofi ita cecinit poeta anonymus. 


Segnis et informis ferpens eruca per herbas 
Innocue viridi fuftinet ora cibo. 
Jam conviva fatur, perteeía et lumina vite 
Quzerit in effoffa ponere corpus humo. 
Exuit et veftem, ac cxcis commifla latebris 
Dormit, ct in placida morte quieta manet. 
Hyberni 


Hyberni fruftra fugiunt per pafcua venti, 
Altaque nix rigido Jam tenet arva gelu. 

llla nihil fentit, tumuloque occlufa profundo 
Dormit, et a vento tuta, et ab hofte jacet. 

At fimul auratis aperit cum cornibus annum 
Taurus, et a zephyris terra foluta viret, 

Cum frondent fylvze, cum formofiffimus annus, 
En! tumulo furgit pulchra phalena fuo! 

Surgit, et ut veteris rumpit jam clauftra fepulchri 
Miratur fpeciem corporis ipfa fui. 

Quam formofa vigens! O quantum diftat ab illa 
Viderat errantem quam prior annus humi! 

Alarum ornatum, gemmantes afpice ocellos! 
Jam pluma in molli corpore multa nitet : 

Mille trahens varios adverfo fole colores 
Evolat, et caecos defpicit inde rogos. 

Blandaque purpureis fubvecta per acra pennis 

' Per nemora et varios expatiatur agros. 

Inque vices lectifque rofis violifque fuperbe 
Incubat, et forma vincit utrafque fua. 


Scilicet et noftri reputentur vana fepulchri 
Praemia, cum tali tefte probata manent ? 


Sphinx Ocellata, quam in adjuncta tabula pro ex- 
emplo generis depingi curavimus, infectorum que in 
Britannia nafcuntur, fpecies eft formofiffima. Larva 
ejus fuper falices plerumque vifa, fub initio menfis Au- 
gufti magnitudinem plenam adepta, fub terra fefe fe- 
pelit, et in chryfalidem mutatur, e qua, ineunte fe- 
quente Junio, phalana ipfa erumpit. 


THE 
OCEAN p> P Han 
O R 
EYED HAWK-MOTH. 
reellen 
GENERIC CHARACTER, 


Antenne thıckefl towards the middle, or attenu- 
ated at cach extremity. 

Wings delleäled, 7. c. {loping downwards on each 
fide, when cloled. (High: generally in the 
morning and evening.) 


SPECIFIC CHARACTER. 


SPHINX with repandous wings: the lower ones 


occllated. 
Lin. Syfl. Nat. 


The EYED HAWK-MOTH. 
Albin, kif. p. 8. f. 2. 


The alteration of form during the different periods 
of life, which the infects of the Papilionaccous tribe 
undergo, allords a fubject of the moft pleafing con- 
templation to the mind of the Naturalift ; and though 
a deeply philofophical furvey demonftrates that there 

is 


is no real or abfolute change produced in the identity 
of the creature itfelf, or that it is in reality only the 
gradual and progreflive evolution of parts before con- 
cealed, and which lay mafqued under the form of an 
infect ofa widely different appearance, yet it is juftly 
viewed with the higheft admiration, and even genc- 
rally acknowledged as in the moft lively manner ty- 
pical of the laft eventful change. 

{f any regard is to be paid to a fimilarity of names, 
it fhould fecm that the ancients were fuficiently {truck 
with the transformations of the butterfly, and its re- 
vival from a feeming temporary death, as to have 
confidered it as an emblem of the foul, the Greck 
word ẹwyn fignifying both the foul and a butterfly. 

Modern Natural Hiftorians, imprefled with the fame 
idea, and laudably folicitous to apply it as an illuftra- 
tion of the awful myftery revealed in the facred writ- 
ings, have drawn their allufions to it from the dor- 
mant condition of the papilionaccous infects during 
their ftate of chryfalis, and their refufcitation from it : 
but they have unfortunately chofen a fpecies the Icaft 
proper for the purpofe, o/z. the Silkworm; a fpecies 
which neither undergoes its change under the furface 
of the earth, nor, when enierged from its tomb, is it 
an infect of any remarkable beauty; but the larva, or 
caterpillar of the Sphinx, when fatiate of the food al- 
Jotted to it during that flate, retires to a very confi- 
derable depth beneath the furface of the ground, where 
it divefts itfelf of all appearance of its former flate, and 
continues buried for feveral months, then rifes to the 
furface, and burfts from the confinement of its tomb, 

and 


and commences a being of powers fo comparatively 
exalted, and of beauty fo fuperior, as to be one of the 
moft elegant of the whole infect tribe. 

Even the animated illuftration taken from the vegc- 
table world, fo juftly admired, as beft calculated for 
general apprehenfion, muft yicld in the force of its fi- 
militude to that drawn from the infect’s life, fince Na- 
turc exhibits few phenomena that can equal fo won- 
derful a transformation. 


This metamorphofis is thus defcribed by an anony- 
mous poet. 


The helplefs crawling caterpillar trace, 

From the firft period of his reptile race. 

Cloth’d in difhonour, on the leafy fpray 

Unfeen he wears his filent hours away. 

"Till fatiate grown of all that life fupplies, 

Self-taught, the voluntary martyr dics. 

Deep under carth his darkling courfe he bends, 

And to the tomb, a willing gueft, defcends. 

There long fecluded in his lonely cell, 

Forgets the fun, and bids the world farewel. 

O'er the wide walte the wintry tempefts reign, 

And driving fnows ufurp the frozen plain : 

In vain the tempeft beats, the whirlwind blows: 

No ftorms can violate his grave's repofe. 

But when revolving months have won their way, 

When fmile the woods, and when the zephyrs 

play, 

When laughs the vivid world in fummer's bloom, 

He burfts, and flies triumphant from the tomb. 
And 


And while his new-born beauties he difplays, 

° With confcious joy his alter'd form furveys. 
Mark, while he moves amid the funny beam, 
O'cr his foft wings the varying luftre gleam. 
Launch’d into air, on purple plumes he foars, 
Gay Nature's face with wanton glance explores ; 
Proud of his various beautics wings his way, 
And fpoils the faircft flow'rs, himfelf more fair 

than they. 


And deems weak Man the future promife vain, 
When Worms can dic, and glorious rife again? 


The Sphinx Ocellata, figured on the annexed plate, 
as an example of the genus, is perhaps the moft beau- 
tiful infect which this country produces. The cater- 
pillar is gencrally found on willows. It arrives at its 
full fize towards the beginning of Auguft, when it bu- 
rics itfelf, and changes to a chryfalis, from which, a- 
bout the firft week in the following June, proceeds the 
moth. 


